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Doctor who was father of in vitro
fertilization in US dies
By BROCK VERGAKIS (/content/brock-vergakis) Jul. 31, 2015 6:35 PM EDT

 
 
 

NORFOLK, Va. (AP) — Dr. Howard Jones, who pioneered in vitro fertilization in the United States, died
Friday at a Virginia hospital surrounded by family.

Eastern Virginia Medical School said Jones died of respiratory failure. He was 104.

The work of Jones and his late wife, Dr. Georgeanna Jones, at EVMS led to the nation's first child born as a
result of in vitro fertilization in 1981. Since then, more than 5 million births have stemmed from in vitro
fertilization around the world.

The Jones Institute for Reproductive Medicine at EVMS is named in honor of the Joneses. For several years,
families who had children with the institute's help were invited to join the couple at a Mother's Day
celebration. Photos from the events show the Joneses surrounded by hundreds of families. Since the
institute's creation, about 4,000 babies have been born through in vitro fertilization with the clinic's
assistance.
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FILE- In this May 14, 1998, file photo, Dr. Georgeanna and Dr. Howard Jones, right, pose for a... Read more
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"The IVF success was an incredible accomplishment, not just for him personally but for our institution and
for the profession of medicine," Richard Homan, president and provost of EVMS and dean of the School of
Medicine, said in a statement.

Jones continued to keep office hours at the institute even after he was 100. Over his life, he authored 12
books, including a memoir about in vitro fertilization that was published last fall titled "In Vitro Fertilization
Comes to America: Memoir of a Medical Breakthrough."

Although in vitro fertilization is common today, it was initially met with resistance from some concerned
about the ethics of "test tube" babies. EVMS notes that the Vatican reached out to the Joneses to help
advise Pope John Paul II in vitro fertilization after the birth of the first IVF baby, Elizabeth Jordan Carr, who is
now a mother. In November 1982, the cover of LIFE magazine was dedicated to the "test-tube baby boom."

In 1984, Jones helped create an ethics committee under the American Fertility Society, which is now the
American Society for Reproductive Medicine.

Jones was born the son of a physician in Baltimore. He worked at John Hopkins University for three
decades before coming to EVMS in 1978, five years after the school opened. He left Johns Hopkins after
reaching the mandatory retirement age over the objections of his children, who wanted him and his wife to
remain in Baltimore. He arrived in Norfolk the same day the world's first baby was born through in vitro
fertilization in England. In his early years at EVMS, he developed a technique to induce the development of
multiple eggs in a woman, which was a major breakthrough.

"He and Dr. Georgeanna revolutionized how we care for women with infertility problems. Everywhere you
look around the world you can see Howard and Georgeanna Jones in the fellows they trained, in the
discoveries they made and in the countless patients they impacted," Dr. Alfred Abuhamad, one of Jones'
colleagues at EVMS, said in a statement.

Jones is survived by his three children and several grandchildren.

__

Brock Vergakis can be reached at www.twitter.com/BrockVergakis
(http://www.twitter.com/BrockVergakis)
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